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ALBANY SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

Statement by Member for Albany 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]: I would like to inform the house of the magnificent achievements by 
the recent Albany Sportsperson of the Year award winners. Albany Rifle Club member Steve Hurley took out his 
third consecutive Albany Sportsperson of the Year award. Steve was named WA’s 2010 senior shooter of the 
year after winning his third national lever action rifle title in four years. Albany Senior High School student Beth 
Wimbush is the Junior Sportsperson of the Year. Beth was a member of the under-15, 17 and 18 years state 
cricket teams, playing in all three national championship sides. We could do with her skills in India! Beth was 
also selected to play for the state under-15 soccer team that played in the Football Federation Australia National 
Youth Championships. It is a fantastic achievement for a regional player to represent the state at two different 
sports. Albany Rifle Club member and full bore shooter Gary Carlsen is the Veteran Sportsperson of the Year. 
He is the first person from Albany to win the prestigious Queen’s Prize Shoot in its 108-year history. Members 
may recall the statement that I gave to the house in October about how he came from behind to win the Queen’s 
Prize Shoot by hitting a bullseye with his last shot. The Mike Stidwell medal, which recognises the outstanding 
contribution made to sports administration, was awarded to Debbie Panizza, who is passionate about equestrian 
sports. After being a keen competitor she has dedicated many years of committee service to the Albany 
Horseman’s Association, the King River Pony Club and the Albany Agricultural Society. This award honours 
the memory and contribution the late Mike Stidwell made to sport and recreation administration in Albany. 
Winning a medal meant a lot to Debbie. I congratulate all the winners. Once again this shows the range of 
sporting talent that Albany has produced. 
 


